THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND
Scodand.   Two or three hundred ministers resigned
their charges rather than accept the new order, and
were replaced by a hastily recruited and illiterate
pastorate, whose sermons were so litde to the taste
of a theological people that their   churches were
deserted, and the congregations worshipped under
their own ejected ministers in the open air.   Instead
of leaving these robust seceders  to  the inevitable
attrition of northern weather, Charles's government in
Scodand was so incredibly impolitic as to flatter them
with persecution.   That wretched tale began of con-
venticles in the heather, and dragoons casting widely,
like hounds on the trail of a stubborn fox, for the
rebellious  noise  of a  psalm.    The  south-west  of
Scotland was the home of pious obduracy.   Persecu-
tion begat heroism, heroism became fanaticism, and
fanaticism provoked a bloodier persecution.   There
were two or three small scrambling battles between
royal troops and Covenanters so inexpugnably quarrel-
some that their ever-present ministers would preach
more hody against each other than against the attacking
enemy.   The unconquerable rump of the Covenants
was the desperate sect of exaltes called Cameronians.
They defied Bishop and Presbyter alike.   In ridiculous
solemnity they pronounced Charles and his ministers
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